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his summer, if the group Peaceful
TUprising has its way, activists will flock

to Utah—some with the benefit of a
$1,500 stipend—to protest a project that with
the injection of $35 million, would become
the country’s first mining project producing
oil from sand. Last fall, Calgary-based Earth
Energy Resources received approval for large
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mining operations from the Utah Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM), reportedly the
first permit of its kind in the United States.
With permits in hand, the privately held
firm has tackled a significant challenge and is
free to focus on its next—raising the money,
which could prove to be a small price to pay
for the commercialization of fossil fuel re-

sources that is massive compared to what
the United States boasts in reserves today.
“Current total U.S. reserves of conven-
tional oil supplies are about 21 billion bar-
rels,” says the Utah Mining Association.
“Estimates [of] Utah resources alone are
20 billion to 32 billion barrels from oilsands
and over 300 billion barrels for oil shale.”




